Recurrent pericardial chest pain: a case of late right ventricular perforation after implantation of a transvenous active-fixation ICD lead.
A 36-year-old woman with a history of recurrent syncopal episodes presumably due to ventricular tachyarrhythmia in mitral valve prolapse underwent implantation of a transvenous ICD system. During a 23-month follow-up, she developed recurrent pericardial chest pain with pericardial friction rub. The first episode of chest pain occurred without any detectable change in pacing or sensing parameters. The second episode was associated with an increase in pacing threshold and drop in intracardiac signal amplitude. Right ventricular perforation was suspected fluoroscopically and confirmed by right ventriculography. This case report emphasizes the key steps in the diagnosis of this rare complication of an ICD implantation.